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tered at one time is varied according to the patient's
condition. It may be very dangerous in some
cases when okyu is administered by ignorant mas-
seurs/' said the doctor.
The most common type of okyu treatment is
given along the spine of the patient. Mogusa
burns are made at one inch intervals on both sides
of the patient's backbone.
"Not all okyu practitioners divide their leaves
into seven pinches/' said Dr. Ikeda. "Some
burn their patients severely just once on each spot.
But this is not as effective as the repetition of
shock and, furthermore, one long burn leaves
bad scars which are very noticeable."
A twenty-burn treatment given by Dr. Ikeda
takes about forty-five minutes, "Of course it
depends on the patient. Sometimes children get
too wiggly and waste time. In the old days a
common punishment in school fot naughty children
was a mogusa burn on the little finger. Maybe
they have heard of that and so are afraid/' the doc-
tor said with a laugh.
Dr. Ikeda finds that most his patients are
elderly men and women. "The younger people
don't like mogusa because they are getting vain.
They dislike the small brown scars it leaves/*
"When my patients are too proud for okyu